four-step program comparison chart


After you narrow down your choices use this chart to compare and contrast the elements that are most important to you.  The headings are suggestions reflecting common considerations.  Edit freely to make this a useful tool for you!  An example chart can be found in a separate document.
1. Identify two to five specific programs that offer the education you want.
2. Fill in the details in the top half of the chart below for each program.

3. Use the bottom half to list qualities that are important to you. For example, how does the school support returning adult students?  (Samples provided in the chart below).

4. Apply to the program(s) that best fits your needs.
	Program Basics
	Other qualities important to you 

(this example uses evidence of being adult student friendly)
	

	Program names
	Tuition & books cost/year
	Length of program
	Entrance requirements
	Degree or certificate to be earned
	Student/teacher ratio 
(or something of show-stopper importance to you)
	Student activities and administrative support geared toward next career seekers
	Average age of student
	Scheduling options and flexibility
	Other issues important to you (parking, daycare, housing, attendance policy)
	Rank after comparison is complete (& give reason )
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