Degree and Certificate Program 
Comparison Chart
Use this chart if you are trying to decide between a degree program and a certificate program.  Following this template is a chart containing sample characteristics and points to consider.  Use that information to formulate questions to ask professionals working in your field of interest.  If you don’t know anyone, ask the program director for names of program graduates who are willing to speak with prospective students.  Take the time you need to decide whether a degree or certificate will help you reach your short term and long term goals.
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Degree and Certificate Program Comparison Chart
Common Characteristics; May Differ by Program

Characteristics



                 Points to Consider
	Degree Programs
	Certificate Programs
	
	Degree Programs
	Certificate Programs

	Conferred by colleges and universities.
	Conferred by professional trade organizations. 
	
	Generally understood and recognized by employers.
	Recognition varies.

	Offered through a college or university, typically accredited.
	May be offered in various settings such as on-site at a workplace, in a college setting, online or at industry training centers.
	
	Provide broad perspective.
	Targeted to a specific skill or knowledge base.

	Core set of courses required plus set number of electives.
	Curriculum targeted to a skill or knowledge set.
	
	Typically 1 – 6 years.  Associate’s degree is 2 years, undergraduate is 4, graduate school is 2, law school is 3. Medical school and doctorate degrees are more. Fast track programs are less.
	Short term.

	Intent is to educate the whole person.
	Intent is to train the individual to perform a specific task or job. This can be as specific as pipe-fitter or as broad as senior professional in HR.
	
	Required for many jobs. Required for many advanced educational programs including many certificate programs.
	May be required in addition to a degree, may be combined with experience in place of a degree or stand alone as evidence of training to perform a specific task.
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